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Eleazer Rhodes, Nathaniel Prebble and John Rhoades seek
permission to attend devine service in the Walpole Church rather
than their own church in Stoughton, as the Walpole Church was

nearar, l"l '3"[—

The following petition wes presented to the General Court:e-

"To Wis Txcellency Jonathan 3elcher, Bsqe., Captsin Gensral and
fovarnorein-chief, the 'onoreble, the Council, and the Honorsble
House of Representetives of His Msjeety's Province of the lia3sa=-
§;§?etts Bey, In New England, in General Court esssembled, May 29th

i e
"The Petiticn of Eleazer Rhodes, Notheniel Prebble, and John Rhoades,
Inhebitents of the Town of Stoughton, humbly eheweth--

"That Vhoreas, by the Providence of Cod, who appoints the Bounds
of our Habitations, We, your humble Petitioners, live so distant
snd remote from the meeting house in Stoughton, that it is difficult
end Imprectlicable for uvs and our Familles to attend on the Pudlic
Vorship of God in Stoughton, it being 6 znd 7 miles from ad. meeting
Houss to our Touses; slso the Way being very bad, which, renders it
the more tedious travelllng, and lnasmuch as we are more convenient
end are near to the Town of Welpole, sc as that our Lands border upon
the 1llne hatween the Sald Towns, and our Houses ars within one mile
enéd anhalf, and two mliles and an half from the mesting house in Wal-
pole, and elso did at the very first of the Setting up of the Publick
Worship in Welpole joln wlith the Inhabltants there in Supporting the
Gospel, and do contlnue to congregste and contribute there, and elso
have heen obliged to pay equal Proportions in all the Taexes with the
Inhabitants of the Town od 3toughton.

"For thesa and other Reasons that might bs mentioned, Your humble
Petitioners therefcre pray that yocu would be pleased to let us off
from the Town of Stoughton, and our lLands adjoining to our Tome Lots,
end lay us to the Town of Walpolo. Hoplng therefore that you will take
the Circumstsnces of your Petitloners into your wise Consideration,
and that you will grant the Prayer of thils Fetition, Your Fotitioners
as in Duty bound Shall ever Fray.

Elasazer Rhodes,
Tor Himself snd the othor Petit'rs,

"Tn the House of Representativea, May 31lst, 173)i. Read and ordered
that the Patitioners serve the Town of Stoughton with a copy of the
Petition, that they shew ceuse (if any they have) on Tuesday, the
1ll1th of June next, why the Prayer tharaof should not bhe granted.

Sent up for Concurrence.
Je. Quincy, Speeker,”

"In Council, May 31, 173lj. Read and concurred.
Thad's Mason, Dap'y Sec'y."

"Consented to. J. 3elcher.

"A true copy,--Attest
Thed's Mason, DPap'y Sac'y."

Elizabeth Cottrell
> 453 Winter St.
1 Walpole, MA 02081
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Tae people ia East Walpele attended churth in Nerwsed as that was the
nazreat chureh, Thsre wers ne strest cars thsn, and unless ena cwed a asras
aad carriage, thsy hnd o walk ths twe miles te churek, The nsarest church
was the Orthsdsx-Congregatienal Chureh, waich 2t that time stoed just L4444
seyourd the "suewsy" nesrly opmesite Chapel Street. Many eof the founders eof
sur church werse leonz Limoe mebers »f that ehurech.
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en April 25,1877
A fow Christian mea snd woman met at Mrs, Salanaey Smith's house/te erganize
9 church., Sven hefors that date, servicas wers scecasienally hsld in tewn
Sunday eveninga threuszh tha kindness of ministers and layman frem the Nerwee
Canrca.

They ¥AF enznzes the Rev, Charlas 3. Smith gs thsir first minister. Mr.
Smith was a middle a-ad mwan, Inhic sarlisr Jdaxg s had earned his way
thrsuzh cellage, and ir ais early days ss mniniater, he helieved that ne

man shenld ewn anather, ané Beeause of nis sholishienist visws ha2d lest
many poesitiens in churches., At the time he becan eur minister, he was
ehanlain of tha Dedham Jail and conducted servicas there in thas merning
bofcrs cominz te prsach in Bast Wslpesle., In the afternocen 2e csnducted
sarvicas at PUA AIhYL Tslinnton A¥ALLA/ Tt was a very busy say for a man
of wis awe, He lived in Wast Maedferd, and came snt Saturday =2nd stayed ever
at 8 friend's heuse in Izlinzxton,

F

frem the very bezimnims this was a Unien Chureh, which included Ceusmrsgaticn
1sts, 3Baptists, Universalists, Mathodists and ZLLLLLLLISALL! Bniscepalians,
It was prodably one of the first churchkes im lew “ngland to incluss all
daneminatiens, all wers welcoms.

0a May 5,1877 ansthsr meseting was held at Mras, Swith's house te cansider
furtasr ths erganlzatien ef a church., At this rseting Articlas ef Faith
ans Cevenant wara adonhbed and thus they beavame a church. Mr. William W,
Rheades was elsctaed at the meeting, the first doaceon &f tha clhurca. An
of fice he hseld till his death 1n 1390,

On the first Sunday in May 1877, 1% porseons patasred te colubrats the
sserament of the Lerd's Supper, Church services wasre held ia tha old

Ball Reem of Hae whalt was farmarly the David lMorae Tavern in Eaat VWalpoale
Square. It was threuzh tha kindness of the ouner, Hen., Frsancis W. 3irse
that the churci was ziven frae usa of thea reem. This resm was callsd Bird
Msll, but should net bs cenfused with the 3ird Hall we know, waich was net
suilt until 1884,

At a nastineg at Deacen WIXLLL/ Ruosades' house en Juas 5,1282, attendesd
% anly 3a3vVea marsers, it was "desrmed deat ts build s chapal" TFhur
trustsss, and two selicitors wors chesen, In Ccteber 2 let of land was
sequired frem Dea. Rhoades., Themss W, Silleway was sen%agad a3 srchaite
for tha chanel, which was 30! %y 50', Mr. Themaa Corbatt tosk his
auf cart and dup sut the cellar,

On May 18,1883 the new chapel was dedicated. VFar that day it waz a fine
chapsl, with wall-to-wall carpsting, eil side lizhts and pessidly a centsr
chanselier, walaut pulplt, FALLY pulspit chsirs, and communisn table,. Ths
PeWS ware seattess, The only heat in the church cams frem a2 parler steve,
the gift of Mpr. Leonard Helt of lNerweed., A sliding partition ssmparated the
vestry frem tha sanetuary. The windows bhad stainsd glass,

Frem thas baginring there was a "Sswing Circle" prebadly the fererunasr ef
the Lgd}as Ald, and Woman's Church Aid, Suppers wore ~iven in ths church
occasienally, It must have bsan very difficult putiin® ea s supper, as
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thierz was ne kitchen facilities in the wuilding, neither coek-steve, nor
ruaniar water, er sink, The water had to ba Breuzht from the well sr s ¥
ssring sa Deacen Rhosdez farm,acress the strset frsm ths echurch,

. Sl
Fer ths dedication{a rsed srgan was dorrswsd frem Mr, Nathan Cosb L£fop tha
sspyies, dubt shortly after the church e:usht ar srzan, £ furnace was imstalls
avout 1297, and electric ligats in Y¥¥7. 1597. lMisas Sarsh Pattese, ene of the
youngaest of the Casrter Members, mave the church wsed frem ner weed-lest, for
thos stsva osnd furnace, ani Irank Geuld came with his sswinzg mschine and cut i
up in furnace lengths., Wewn wateor wns net installed in the churea until 1911

Ons of the staunch werkers in the church was tha Rev. Edwia Thempssan, a
ratired miaister eof the Usiversalist Church ian Nerweeé, He lived in the housa
on ZTast Strest just ia eack ef the ire Statieon. He was an abdslishieanist
eafere the Civil War, and &t he often lectured sn ths sudjoeet. At one ef
these lectures Fraderiek Dsuglas, a runswsy slave, wasz so impressed that as
tosk up the cause of is rsce , and bdecams a werld fameus laecturer #f .the

Fresdom of the Slaves. Mr, Themnssn's houss was eana of the Cep
uadsrareund railway Statienij for runaway slnveq, neadinaz for Canzda and froee
dem,

In 1%96 the strest cars wsre put thrauszh from Dadhzm snd went as far 23 Wsl-
nut Avanus in Nerweed, Thay were not sllewses te eress tha railrsad tracks at
Winslews, but after the Subway was duilt under tha tracks the line was sXtans
te Bast Walpole, that was in Nevamser of 1897, Bafors that lr, Madizaa drevs
8 wazen (stama) frem Sast Welp le te Winslows statien, to mwick up the mail
snd rasssngers., Ons later driver ef "Tha STase" said he kopt a leaded ravelvs:
with him te sretact himself and the mail,

.In 181 it became apparent that w2 nesded a larger church, s¢ plans wera put
» srezrass te raiss monay fer a naw church. Land on Rhesdes Avenua was =ivan
sy Mr, Charles Sumaer Bird, Plans wers ebtainsd frem the 3Bosten srchitect
R. Clissten Stursias. The contraet was leat eut te tha Allen Casnstructien Co.,
of Vialpale. On Oct.19,121) the Cerner-Stens was lsid with szpprepriats coere-
meniess, led »y eur miaister Rav. Harry S. Lewud. Tase church chelir teek part im
tais servicas.

April 19, 1915 was the big day. That was the day the new Churech was dedica-
ted., The church was fillsd te ever-flewing. Chazirs had te be placed in the
middle aise, and chairs placed in tha twe receptisen and coat reem en aither
sida of the narthex, Sarah E.Pattee diod in April 1916, the last ef esur
Caarter mambders.

New HZureps was at war, and seen wWa were érawn intse it. Ths Rav, Lowd rasgsisansd
as ministor in Augbst of 1918 te da Y M.C.A. werk abrewdf during the Werld
War I. HMeny eof Your yeunz man velunteared for sasrvice ia the U,S, Army.

Ths first Walpsle yeungz men te zo acress to fight fer our Country, came frem
this church,

Misas Harristt B, Willis served as deaconsss frar 1918-1919, This was 3 first
fer eur ehureia a3 pessibly fer eur dsneminatiem., Anether first wss waek ina
1985-87 when Rev. ilijsh H. Roper was miniater. His wifs was alss an oerdained
miaister. Thae Rev. Repser was net woll and als =zoed wife sften preached in
sur pulpit, and very acceptibly, =2s ens memdrer puts it,



-

In 1923 the Rev. Jamsa A, Lytle bBacams eur wmiualster, 'iis wife Bartha Rszesa
Lytle took charze of tha mhsic. She was an sccemplished musicisn and chsir
diroctor. She orssnized an osrchestra and bhacame pragsident of the ladies
groun ,t1e Ladies Aid gnd Missionary Unlen which nmerged inte the Woman's
Canrch Aid, Yer sufden daath en Janua ry 30,1925 at the azs ef Elj, was a
ereat hwlow te enr church. Tewever Rev. Lytle carriad on daing excellesat
wark in tha parish. Mr., Lytle streve for thres tains=s fer eut S0ta saaive
sary. Ther were a narsonsges, an enlarzed church ansd a sips-orean, At first
it 32emed inmpessidle, But ebsticles asver steed in Rev. Lytlel!s way. Mrs.,
Margery Bird s7fered te bulld s chancel i ento ths chnrch 33z a msmerial te
2sr nhusdand, Francis W,3ird. The church voted te acecepnt hrer zenereus sffar,
A find was started fer a new 9%23rsoenags and alse fer a piga-arzgan, Bdeba—er
all thres prejects wore complates, /

After zuilsdinsg ths chaneal lMras. Bird saw taat the rest of the churea shsulsa
we oreurht inte keseping with the chancel., Sas thas whnele churen was re-nswad
naw pswa eof the baladksl Gyse, new coalonial light fixtures and chandelioers,
inssde wliads at the wiuﬂaws, sows pubt im the balesny, a new kitchen in

ths basemsnt, etc. Tho chancel is wsssutiful with its elack and walte
valeian marvle tiled floaor. On Dscambker 11, 1927 the n=w rensvated clhurch
Wwas rae-dicates.

Ths chancel is dsscrived thus: "The Chancel 1s eof rars beauty. The stops
laadines up te it ars white marble and tha fleer el alternata squares of
white and alack 2nd sold 3elﬂ1an marele. Tha altar is of rich mahogany
with a rehssany Ghippsndzle chair at sach eand, Tae sersal cleth is af a riehn
red tapsstry matching the cushions ia ths pews. The lactern 3Bidle-resat is
an oazls carvaed sut of a bleck of mahezany, resting on a pillar, The twe
long mahezsay pews at tho right ef the Chancol is far the cheir. Thasrs

were wany zifta and mermosrials ziven 2t the times of the desicatien.

In 1951 ~C5 the church was a=ain enlarced, Tais time SundayQscheol class reon
snd a lesrwe hall (Herwart Harrisesn ¥all) wera aéaaa, and dodicatsd. Thae
latast additien is tas heaubtiful Chapsl, gmivew »y lMr. & Mrz., Axal H, Andar-
san, This church is ena of the weat beautiful fer its size imr thae ecountry.

urins thess 100 v=2ars cur church suilt ens parsenasa in 1211, peught anothe
te replace it in 122l and eur new parsenaze wss basusht ia 1“’2/

GA/VAF/2L/LETA/ During thase 100 years many mersrials have besn slaced in
ths chureh, in leviny memary eof sems of these whe wersalippesd nsres, and helpa
to build that Caristisn 1life of the church, The first of thase mamerials of
wihnich we navs any rscerd, is eur Communlea Servics walica we use avery cemm-
nion Sunday. This was given in leviaz mamery eof Mrz. Cyathia Multen, by her
dauzater Mra, Clara Msrsa,

Twa of sur ministars haad spent nart of thsir early yezrs ia the missienary
fiald, Thaey wera the Rev. francis I, Geerge ministsr hsre frem 1509-1912. He
had soent sems yvears =3 s miamsienary in India, seen after as loft Saminary
The sthar minister was Rev. Fenjarin ¥, Parkins (12%87-1%01) whe had 1393raa
in tha miagaisnary fiald eur West, in his sarly days a"fer laaving Ansevsr-

ﬁ/ﬁﬂﬁﬁ[ Acadernye.

3otwean 194L =I5 eas hundrsd z2nd nins yenag men and wamen enbared the servieeo
of thelr Country in Werld VWar II. Six yeung wmen mads the suprswe sacrifice.
Tws younyz man lest thoir liwes ia the Xerean Tenfliet, frow this Churck.
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Ia 17250 our Church lired a house and cared for 100 2srsons of DP families
Thas honse was furaished with 31l tha nscessitiss for hsuss Keaping., As sasn
233 ona family meve:d out te taks ais owa slsce in the werld, =nsther family
maval in., Our Church racailvss s cartificate sigzuzd 2y all theas DP fordilies
in azpreciatien fer eur aumsanitarism in cariag fer thess homeless pavplse,
and u:lnarlq" them to 2 new life ia the fras wasrle.

Our Churci rsschas eut further in ssndinxg mensy and clething and feod te
r

thease in neasad, Tens of clothiag are sent froﬂ eur Chaurch g?riodically.
Pive ysunz man from our Caurch n2ve 2ntarsi the ninistry and anava churchnes
of their sun,

O= May 2,1976 Sungay the Caurch atarted a ysar-longz celewrstien &% its 100ta

o,
T

Aaniversary.

The Rev. Rebert P, Hebla,Jr., is eur psressnt mliaister., He csms te us in 1970
As a lesdear, minister and ¥ riend ho 1s leved and respsctsi sy the whole
coasre~nstlian, and his wifs is held inm hipgh eatsawm.,estesn, May they re-

main with us far a2 leons tims.
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Histery af the Ualen Cenxl, Churcha
of Last Waleclas

o

A Year ef Zaladratieciie-

On Sunday Msy 2,1%76 ths Church Basssn » year af celadraticr in asasr of
68 100La sanivsrasary ef its founding. Takiane part in the ssrviece basides
aur ssstsr, tha Rav. Redesrt P, Noels,Jr., wsre Rav, Ylarence Fuller,
senier saster of tha rirst Ceasrewxationsl Churca ia iMelress, Taes Rev,
Fraak Viatza, zastor af tha Bsthany Cousmresgational Churca in 3ridzspert,
Csan., and Rav, Jelfrey Jehnsea, ssasciste minister eof ths First Baptist
Caurch ia Meleen. ALl of these yeunz wminlatsrs received their early :sibkle
inmstructiea ia sur Caurch., Ths Rev. Jaffrey Jehmson wes srdsinad in our
ehurea pA in 1975, Rave. Clarencs Muller orcacnesf the sermen, while Rav,
Frank Vietze administered the comnunien. An apprasriats aympe, the wsrds ef ﬁ
waich wers written Ry sur pastor, which sutlined ths orizia »f this chureh,
in an " uppar rosm" im Morse Tavernd builsdinz, its sreseat saautiful church
sesida tha osark, and asked God's suldancs inte the fubture. The words ef ths
anthem aunpr that day wers wrlttea for the dedicatioen of eur first church inm
13%3, Tarees sranddanghters of an esrly miaister of this church ware sur
eussts »f honsr., He was the Rav, Benjamin Franklin Parkias, paator here frem
1%97 -1201., The Hast Walpele Libhrary, eur sld church suildinx, was swvan in
the aftarnmmson for insnectien »y the ceusresatien ans ruests. Follewing
the ssrvice was a banquet in Yorvert Marrisen Hall, g7 the Tarish Hall,
The Wemen's Clhaurch Ald, ereusht Ian a larpge wirthday~cake with sne candls
on it. Miass Mildren A. Paerkins, ene of our honsred suests was asked te dlew
out tha esndle and cut tha firat slece of thaz cake, After ths dianer, the
conmrexstion viewaé tho diasplay of aisteric deocuments anéd sietures rolating
ta ths hilstery of the church, including the aiszteric arizinsl Sllver ‘aptis.
mal Fent, ths sulplt lamp, ancient cleck, and ccllectisa dexas.

: sketechea ef
A ssacial cever fer eur Sunday Church pregraws, snewliaz/tha eri=inal canrca
and eur srasaent chureh, deta drawun by our chureh memder Gerainms Xirk,., Aa
part of thes recegnitisn eof asur 1l00th snniverssry, 2 new and up-te-dats ais-
tary of our caurch and celebrabtion is weing complled,

On Iay 23, 1976a "Hawsiian Nisht" wes hneld, wita s suppar of Hawaiiaa fsed,
and sn illustrated telk em Hawsil by sur assistant miaister Rev, Nathen

Harada, 2 native of Hawaill, Periss—ss—svsaia, Tuus tablss st Chis Caast

wars daecerated with flawers aud palm leafs shlppsd 1a freon ilawsiil fer this
ocessien, After ULLALLLALL, oing coached ay Rev, Harada ia his native beazu
tas conzrezation steel 2ad sons that faverite old aymn "Pralse God Frem YWhem
All 3lesainzs Flew" in Hawalian. :
.

A marish supser of Lebastar and reast-besl was 233 in ths Pariash l2ll en Jun
5, and en Juae 13, Ckildrsa's Sundsy, the chileren srepsared a2 service facua-
in® sn eur 100th annivarsary. At the Tillage Wair of Hdns 12th, eur Churech
satared a flost 1a the parade, snawine laresae pictures »f our first sad araess:

caurehsg. Palsfloat was desizned the the pictures drawn te secals by James Kii

Toe hnlp us calesdrate and takes nmart in the celsbration, three former minister
of the chureh came %ack to rreach. They weare Rav., Ricasrd 3.,Carletom en Juae
27, Rov, Leeo Sandoew,Jr,, ea Oecteder 10th, and Rov, John E, Morgan en Januar
atn.

On July lLta after » specisl service sf celebdratisa, at 2 P.M. our caurech
ball jelmad all the obthaer churefl bells throuznout ths vast natien tz ring
in sur anation's 200th sirthday.

Duriag tha summer eur saminarisn Pattl Walca, A1l Besnstra, one of cur laymen
and Wayns Hanson, whns is studving for asrdianstion in the Episcepsl caurch,
21l cenducted servicas,



o

5 Vaar of Calsbratien--

eaztor emeritus af

On July 1llta ths ruest sreacher was the Rav, Lae Waiston
atvn is Fas author of

Ori~zinal Ceneraearatienal Churea of Wrentaam., Mr, ¥
thrae fpoelts on the Tesm»al =f Mark.,

Orn Savt., 12th an sdult 3idsle Clazs was fermed, and on the 15 was the snaual
Churela Fair, '

Helland Nizht was o1 Oct.3. A suppsr of Dufch Tfood was prepared for the pari
after whica an 1llustratss ﬁiiiﬁ/lnctura was presented by lir, Al 3senstra
en his native iHnlland, the dsautiful land of caasls AL wiadmills and tuliss
Holland was the navea fer thas sarly Pilgrims »efore coming te Amsriea.

On Cetaesnar L 7th, a sascisl service of wersiis foecusiuz on the American Indila;
Ministries, led by Mra. Payllis Baldwin, whoe is cenneecboed with the Americsa
Indian affairs of the United Chureh of Charist. She tela ef nar work amensg
tha Indisnas and especially sf ths Indian schasel 2t Biamark, VNertia Daketa.
Tais talk wasggspaaialx#—¢#£#—q£-interast to us as sur Church hed sent AAYY
siasrtly before,a sift aof $1200,00 te this school in mamery of Mrs. Payllis
Johnson, mether of Rav, Jeffrey Joarsen, It was her dying wish thst a2 sum
of meney be sant te an Indlar scheel in ner memory.
ssecial
During thlas annlverssry year eur churea erzsnist salected/music froem ez2rly
Amarican coarmnesers for thas erzgan and cueir. Cn Dec.l2ta the Madrizal Siuser:
of tha Walpole High Schsel sang during ths service, #ad sn Jan.,%th when
Rav. Mr.Mergan was hsre, Donald Adams and his wile Elisas were zusst seleists,
On Fab, 20th the Ssystatesmen s3ne sevoral hymas duringz. ths serviice, and sa
Marca 27th the choir sanz the Matet "G21lia™ »y Gouned.
Saum ecdg
Or Fa, 1%tha "Stardust Ss¥ageds' ths Hth annusl crharity ball was ziven in
the porish hell, This is put en tba the wvoung geosple 3f tha chureh,
1]
On April 264 Miss Betsy 3elss, a Wulpola Flisa Schesl Senier gave » pisne
recitol.

May 1, 1977 Sunday, was the clesins day of our year leoaz caledrstien. During
tals sarvice te "Descon's Pauw®™ in the chsncel was dodicated in mamery ef
Deacon Willian W. Rhosdes, our first descon whs ald effice frem 1877 till
Ris daath in 1390, His zrest-grandson Kannsth Plerce is a mamder of eur
Cauren. The secend AAAVILLIgA wes ff tha orizinal eld silver 3a2ptismal Faat
whiecha was dedicated in memery of our first miaister, the Rav. Caszrles 13,
Smith (1877-1891). Aftar the zsrvice 2 parish dinner wes ssrved by Denu
and Rezl 3rennsn, eur farsus casfs, Aftsr which tha peosle azd a chaneca te
sea 8 large coellectien of nisteric itoms, documants and sictures relating

te eour Chureh's 100 yeszrs 9f sarvice te thes cormmmunity.

3esides ths many charities tas VWemen's Caurca Aid give toa, the Caureh sent
£5,000.00 as their pifs te the 17/76 Funé to a2id Nazra ¢ollaraes thrensheont
the natien, Tnese wers nst aspecisl gifts becauzse of the anniverse ¥, but
haapened durlanv the anaiversary year,

Frankk R, Larrabea Moy 10,1977
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The Walpole Times, Walpole, Mass. — Thursday, Ag

90th Anniversary

Sunday, April 30, has been de-
signated Anniversary Sunday for
the Union Congregational Church,
the congregation of the United
Church of Christ, the <church
building of which is located on
‘Rhoades avenue in FEast Wal-
pole.

Union Church was established
May 5, 1877, by a group of per-
sons from several denominational
backgrounds. The siruggling con-
gregation was greatly dependent
upon the support of the Missionary
Society of Boston. As the congre-
gation increased, a “chapel” was
constructed on the corner of
Union street and Wolcott avenue,

_ This building - currently serves
as quarters for the East Walpole
branch of the Walpole Library,

The present church building
was dedicated April 18, 1915: on
that date the first church bell to
ring in East Walpole was heard.
In 1927 the nave was remodeled
and the beautiful chancel was
designed and constructed. On Oc-

- tober 31, 1954, the parish house,
including the large fellowship
hall, the reception room, the cha-
pel, and additional Church School
rooms, was completed.

GUEST PREACHER at the Union Con-
gregotional Church will be Rev. Dr.
Myron W. Fowell, secretary, Mass.
Conference of the United Church of
Christ. Dr. Fowell, the author of a
variety of pamphlets and papers in
the area of social ethics, will preach
on “The Church That Is In Thy

Momsren o

The most recent capital in-
vestment for the church edifice is
a completely automatic fire alarm
system which significantly in-
creases the scope of protection
of property and life.

The Congregation voted, Jan.
26, 1961, to affi.iate with merger
of the Evangelical and Reformed
and the Congregational Christian
Churches into the United Church
of Christ.

The church today is essentially
a “community” church although
its heritage is Congregational
Christian and it maintains an ac-
tive and responsible relationship
with the United Church of Christ.
Among its more than 500 active-
resident members are rsons
from almost every Christian de-
nomination. Though a nucleus
of the congregation are residents
of East Walpole, many families
from other sections of Walpole,
South Norwood, Norwood, West-
wood, Wrentham, Canton, etc.,
are communicants,

Currently the congregation’s
mission has been exll)eriencing a
steady, if unspectacular, increase
in scope and influence. During
the past four years there has been
a significant increase in steward-
ship with a dramatic increase in
giving to the wider mission of the
Church. Approximately 25 per-
cent of all giving currently goes
to benevolences and Christian
World Mission beyond the local
parish. The active Church School
is formulating plans for weekday
classes for the older children and
youth. Attendance at the Family
Service has averaged a 33 percent
increase over the past four years.
Auxiliary organizations include a
popular and active program for
the Jr. and Sr. Pilgrim Fellow-
ships; an active Men’s Club, and
the Women's Church Aid.

The est preacher for the
Family g:rvice, April 30, will be
the Rev. Dr. Myron W. Fowell,
Sec. for Christian Social Action,
Massachusetts Conference of the
United Church of Christ. Rev.
Fowell is substituting for the
Rev. Dr. Albert Penner, Presi-
dent of the Conference, who had
to cancel his visit with the con-
gregation for reasons of a limited
schedule due to illness. The sac-
rament of Holy Communion will
be celebrated, with the Pastor,
Rev. Leo Sandon, Jr. the cele-
brant. An anthem by the combin-

ed Junior, Intermediate, and
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